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May 19, 2015 NEVCA General Membership Meeting Minutes 

Vienna Community Center Auditorium.  8pm. 

Opening. Bob McCahill, President of the Northeast Vienna Citizens Association (NEVCA), opened the meeting at 
8:10 PM. This is the 20th Birthday of NEVCA. Bob recognized new NEVCA members Jason Adams of Nelson Drive and 
Ms. Melanie Meren of Edwin Lane. Bob is looking to build the membership base, which now stands at 100. He noted 
that NEVCA has added eighteen new members since November 2014.  Eighteen members are in attendance tonight, 
constituting a quorum. 

Membership Poll for Current Issues. In November, NEVCA polled the membership for input for feedback 
on what the current northeast Vienna issues are. Suggestions included petitioning the Town to study and 
implement road crossing safety features on Beulah Road; investigate W&OD trail safety; discuss keeping the 
streets cleaner (more frequent street sweepings by the Town); better maintenance of the sidewalks; 
promotion of greener business practices; and stream restoration near the Navy Federal Credit Union. 

Avenue of the Art. Bob invited Mary Ellen Larkins to talk to the upcoming and first Town “Afternoons on 
Church Street.  The afternoon’s theme will be  “Avenue of the Art” for the May program, and will run from 1 
to 5 pm.  Vienna Arts Society will not be present if it rains.  Contact Mary Ellen if you would like to volunteer, 
at melarkins@verizon.net . 

At Your Service. Bob attends the Mayor’s “At Your Service” meetings held from May through October.  
There is a different theme each month, such as the upcoming “Solarize Vienna.”  Bob invited NEVCA member 
and Vienna Community Enhancement Commission chairman Susan Stillman to talk about the topic.  Susan 
noted that for a limited time (through June 30) citizens can get a free energy inspection/walk-through.  Check 
out www.solarizevienna.org .  The informational meeting will be held at the At Your Service at Town Hall on 
June 9.  The idea is to get group pricing. Plus, there is a federal tax break for installing solar systems in your 
home. 

NEVCA Committee Reports 

Northside Park Committee. Bob Meyers reported that things have been quiet since the sewer overflow into 
Piney Branch last September. Bob McCahill mentioned that NOVA Parks is planning to install gabion-style 
stream bank supports alongside Piney Branch downstream from the Northside Park’s Richard Black Trail 
Bridge because the W&OD trail has become unstable.  NEVCA partnered with the Potomac Watershed 
Association and held a stream cleanup on April 18.  Volunteers collected several bags of trash from Piney 
Branch. 

Newsletter. Mary Ellen Larkins was recognized for her dedicated service as the NEVCA Notes newsletter 
editor for 20 years! 

Treasurer’s Report. Sean McCall provided budget handouts, a statement of revenue & expenses, and a 
balance sheet. The major expense is postage and newsletter printing.  NEVCA’s has a current balance of 
$1,518.65. 

NEVCA On The Web. Doug Francis manages our web presence.  See www.NEVCA.org , and our associated 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/NortheastViennaCitizensAssociation . 

Minutes from the NEVCA’s November 2014 meeting were mailed beforehand to members.  Members present 
approved the minutes unanimously. 
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Beulah Road Road Crossing Petition.   Ed Adamson, 230 Beulah Road, reported that petition drive by Beulah 
Road residents started in early April and is continuing.  There are approximately 100 homes on Beulah or within a 
two or three home distance from Beulah Road who are being solicited for signatures. At this time over 80 homes 
have been visited and 74 homeowners have signed on.  Only six declined to sign. We would like to get a few more 
signatures, to have sufficient signatures within two weeks, for Ed to present the petition to the Town manager, who 
will review and forward to Vienna’s Transportation Safety Commission (TSC). 

NEVCA member Tom Bogle wrote to the Mayor in 2013 that a safe pedestrian crossing is needed on Beulah at 
MacArthur Avenue.  NEVCA members had suggested that this crossing and one at Ayr Hill should be priority 
crossings for review by the town.  In addition, Bob noted that members have emphasized that the crossing over 
Beulah Road at Glyndon Park is not doing its job. There is a stretch of Beulah Road that does not have sidewalks on 
both sides of the street that requires pedestrians to cross Beulah Road to continue their journeys to Maple Avenue. 
Members should expect to see yellow TSC meeting announcement boards along Beulah Road announcing a public 
hearing on the safe crossings petition.  If you cannot be present at the hearing, send comments beforehand to TSC 
chairman Ed Somer, or TSC secretary Jennifer Sigler. 
 
Annual Board Elections.  No new nominations being received, and the current board of directors up for re-

election being present, a vote was held and all board members were re-elected by voice vote: 

 Bob McCahill, President  David Guillaudea, Secretary 
 Ed Adamson, 1st vice President Sean McCall, Treasurer 
 Linda Ebesole, 2nd vice President 
 
NEVCA 20th birthday celebration.  Before the featured speakers for the evening began their presentations, 

members and guests were invited up for cake and refreshments.  A group photo was taken. 

Featured Speakers: 
 

Mary Woods, on the Vienna Community Learning Garden.  Bob introduced Mary Woods, new volunteer 
garden manager, to speak about the Vienna Community Learning Garden, for which NEVCA receive a $4000 
grant in 2014.  Mary gave a quick slide show on the garden showing progress to date. She reiterated that the 
garden is for citizens to learn about gardening, not to be a place where citizens can grow quantities of food. 
The garden is near the Vienna Elementary School playground. Ms. Woods solicited gardener volunteers. Parks 
and Recreation has been asked to provide signage for the garden. Boy Scout projects at the garden include 
making a kiosk, building a compost bin, and making signs for the archway. Previously, Scouts have put in a 
paver walkway and raised beds. Plants and a deer fence are needed. As there is no budget for the garden, 
Ms. Woods is looking for donations. The issue of providing water for the gardeners to use has been solved: A 
line was run to the garden, and the timer has been set up correctly. Doug Francis suggested adding 
information on the learning garden to NEVCA’s website and Facebook page. New member Melanie Meren 
suggested coordinating the garden activities with the farmer’s market and Viva Vienna.  For those who would 
like to rent a garden plot, Fairfax County’s Nottingham Park has plots, and a waiting list. 

Anne Stuntz, a Vienna History “Tour.”   Bob introduced Anne Stuntz, President of Historic Vienna, Inc., 
celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, to give a presentation on the history of Vienna.  Anne provided a 
“Fast Highlights Tour,” accompanied by slides, and answered questions throughout her presentation.  She 
noted that anyone can visit the town website for historical aerial photography taken of the town.  Ms. Stuntz 
invited members to join Historic Vienna, http://historicviennainc.org . 

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 9:50PM. 
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